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Fisheries & Oceans Canada (DFO)- Conservation & 
Protection (C&P) Directorate

• The C&P Directorate enforces laws aimed to 
conserve Canada's aquatic resources and protect 
endangered species, fish habitat, and oceans.

• Fisheries & Oceans Canada employs over 500 
Fishery Officers within the departments regulatory 
law enforcement branch – Conservation & 
Protection (C&P). 

• Fishery Officers are tasked with the enforcement 
of Canada’s Federal legislation to protect fisheries 
resources, fish habitat, endangered aquatic 
species and ocean ecosystems. Their compliance 
and enforcement activities are conducted on land, 
air, and sea. 



Fisheries & Oceans Canada (DFO) - Conservation & 
Protection (C&P) Directorate

• Leverage CCG fleet of mid-shore and offshore 
patrol vessels

• Supported by dedicated fisheries intelligence

• Multiple fisheries surveillance aircraft

• Armed and highly trained regulatory 
enforcement agency

• Supported by forensics capabilities

• Advanced subject matter expertise 

• Major case, forensic investigation capacity



C&P’s International Fisheries Enforcement Program

• C&P’s International Enforcement Program delivers 
Canada’s efforts abroad to combat Illegal, 
Unregulated, and Unreported fishing (IUU-F) and 
protect marine biodiversity, including:

• Coordination of international operations.

• Dark Vessel Detection (DVD) satellite 
surveillance support to international partners.

• Support to Canada’s engagement at RFMOs 
and international fora.

• Links to other Dept activities under IUU Action 
Alliance, High Level Panel for Oceans, Interpol, 
etc.  



C&P’s Dark Vessel Detection Program

• Provides layered multi-sensor satellite data 
to support counter IUU-F operations.

• Relies on both commercial and government 
owned satellite assets to provide near-real 
time surveillance.

• Utilizes powerful machine learning 
algorithms to automatically fuse and 
correlate detections with vessels that are 
broadcasting their locations (AIS/VMS) and 
highlights non-broadcasting vessels (dark 
vessels).

• Incorporates historical vessel information, 
environmental data, and analytics to 
support and facilitate analysis. 



DVD – Regional Support
• DVD supports Ecuador and Peru monitor the 

distant water foreign fleets, such as the 400+ 
squid fleet.

• DVD provides the South Pacific Islands Forum 
Fisheries Agency (FFA) with remote sensing 
surveillance support during surge operations 
conducted by multilateral partners.

• Contributes to IUU fishing surveillance in the 
North Pacific, Bahamas, Costa Rica.

• Serves to monitor marine protected areas, such 
as the Galapagos Marine Reserve.

• DFO will be deploying the system in the Indo 
Pacific, as part of Canada’s Indo Pacific strategy.
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DFO’s Emerging Engagement within the Indo-Pacific
• Canada recently announced funding for increased IUU-F 

engagement within the Indo-Pacific region.

• Increase engagement at RFMOs. 

• Funding for 5 years to broaden delivery of DVD platform 
within region, and:

• Support partner fisheries/maritime enforcement 
agencies with capacity building.

• Fund NGOs/organizations to pursue other initiatives to 
improve marine biodiversity through measures to tackle 
IUU-F and strengthen enforcement capacity. 

• Increase collaboration with ASEAN countries, including 
through Canada’s role as ASEAN “Strategic Partner”, and 
within ASEAN Network for Combatting IUU Fishing (AN-
IUU). 
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